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· Sing songs that promote literacy:

· “The ABCs”
· “C is for Cookie” can become “E is for Ethan”
· “If your name starts with ‘A,’ clap your hands!” (“If you’re happy and you know it”)
· Create a song book

· Use pictures to represent songs to teach early literacy skills. Children will learn to recognize that a picture can represent a song as letters represent words. Use these books to let children choose songs at circle time. 
· Use books of songs or books on tape/CD

· Many of your favorite songs are now books! Check your local library for “The Itsy-Bitsy Spider,” “Old MacDonald,” and many other popular songs now in book form!

· Using books that come with tapes or CDs adds the additional dimension of sound effects and songs to stories.  
· Create pictures and sequencing cards to go along with story songs
· Let children retell their favorite story songs using pictures! This is great sequencing practice. Children can practice putting the cards in order as they retell their favorite stories. 
· Add simple sound effects to your favorite books
· Gather classroom instruments or even kitchen utensils! Use these instruments to enhance any book or story song. For example: clap wooden spoons together to represent the “trip-trap” of the Three Billy Goats Gruff!
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· Create flannel boards for 

your favorite story songs
· Write your own story songs!
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Music and Literacy Resources for Your Classroom
· Storytime Songs – www.storytimesongs.com
· Free activities, music games, home made musical instruments, guitar chords and lyrics to popular children’s songs and the Story Songs from the Fairy Tale Favorites CD by Shauna Tominey. Sign up for a FREE music e-mail newsletter!

· Perpetual Preschool – www.perpetualpreschool.com/music.html
· This site contains lots of free ideas and activities submitted by teachers and parents!
· Kididdles – www.kididdles.com/lyrics


· Free lyrics for many of your favorite children’s songs!
· Early Childhood Music and Movement Association – www.ecmma.org

· Find links to early childhood music resources and readings.
· MENC Music Research:

· www.menc.org/information/advocate/facts.html

· This site contains LOTS of great research and resources advocating the use of music in education.
· http://www.menc.org/networks/genmus/litarticles.html

· Find articles specifically related to music and literacy.
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We retain:


�10% of what we read;�20% of what we hear;�30% of what we see;�50% of what we hear and see at the same time;�70% of what we hear, see, and say; and�90% of what we hear, see, say, and do.��Fauth, B. (1990). Linking the visual arts with drama, movement,


and dance for the young child. In W.J. Sinson (Ed.) Moving and


learning for the young child (pp. 159-187). Reston, VA: AAHPERD.








