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Welcome Songs
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Create an interactive introduction to any circle time activity. Sing a circle time song that invites children to participate by moving their bodies, clapping, stomping, and more! Use this example or create your own! 

Clap and Sing Hello!
Tune: The Farmer in the Dell

We clap and sing hello. We clap and sing hello. With our friends at circle time, we clap and sing hello. 

We wave and sing hello…

We stomp and sing hello…

Jingle Bell Bracelets

Materials: 
Pipe cleaners

Jingle bells
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Directions: String three or four bells onto a pipe cleaner. Take a second pipe cleaner and twist it around the first to hold the bells in place. Twist the ends together to form a bracelet. Hold bracelets in your hand or wear them around your wrists or ankles!
Sleeping, Sleeping…

Directions:  Chant or make up your own tune and sing the following words:

Sleeping, sleeping, 

All the children are sleeping.  

And when they woke up they were frogs!
Help children pretend to sleep during the song and then allow them to act out the animal or idea. Encourage pretend play and abstract thinking by replacing the underlined word with animals, actions, and more!
	Drumming
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Use your classroom drum, an upside-down plastic container, laundry hamper, or even a sturdy box for this activity!  This activity is great for at home or in the classroom. 

Activity #1: Learning names and syllables.
Pass the drum around the circle and help each child drum the syllables of their name. (ie “Char-lie,” “Juan,” “Me-lin-da”). Count the number of syllables together. Other children can clap along and help count while waiting for their turn. Some children will be able to easily differentiate between syllables, but for others it will take a lot of practice! 

Activity #2: Feeling the beat.
March around the room together while a teacher beats the drum. When beating slowly, have children move slowly. When beating quickly, have children move more quickly. This activity helps practice listening skills and following directions! Let children take turns beating the drum. They will enjoy beating quickly and slowly and watching their friends move to their beat. 

Activity #3: Body beats.
Like activity #2, this game helps children learn to listen to different rhythms and follow directions. Choose a child to start as the drummer. Let the drummer choose a body movement (ie clap hands, shake head). As the drummer beats the drum, help the other children clap or shake quickly or slowly along with the beating of the drum! Pass the drum around and let the next drummer pick a new movement! This is a great way to get exercise inside on a rainy day!

	Jingle Bell Sticks

Materials:
Wooden chopstick or pencil

Pipe cleaner

Bells 

Directions:
String two or three bells onto a pipe cleaner. Wrap the pipe cleaner around the wooden chopstick or pencil and twist each end together to secure them. Shake, jingle, and have fun!
Musical Simon Says

Materials:

2-3 different musical instruments*

(bells, drum, pots and pans)

*snapping, clapping, stomping, can be used in place of actual instruments

Directions:

Take turns being the “leader.” Assign different actions to each instrument. For example, when the leader shakes the bells, everyone shakes their heads. When the leader beats the drum, everyone stomps their feet. Make the game more challenging by adding more instruments. 

Adapt this game for toddlers: 

Try using one instrument to start. When the leader shakes the bells, everybody jumps. When the leader stops, everybody freezes!

Adapt this game for infants: 
Infants are not yet at a developmental level where they can fully understand the concept of Musical Simon Says. They can, however, learn to associate hearing sounds with body movements. Help infants kick their legs or move their arms as they hear a drum beat or bells ringing. Attach bells to their feet so that they can learn to create music and sound by kicking their feet. 
Contact Us

Please send questions or comments to shauna@storytimesongs.com or visit www.storytimesongs.com for more information and free activities!



For more free music activities and homemade musical instrument ideas or to sign up for this free newsletter visit: www.storytimesongs.com














